
Writing Workshop Schedule 
AUGUST 2012 

FRIDAY 3rd (Chuck Sambuchino) 

9:45 am—10:45 am: Everything You Need To 

Know About Literary Agents—Including How 

to Write a Query: This double session is a thor-

ough crash course on literary agents. After 

quickly going over what an agent is and what 

agents do for writers, we will discuss resources 

for finding agents, how to ID the best agents for 

you, as well as the most important things to do 

and not to do when dealing with representatives. 

Following that, we will examine the 3 key ele-

ments of a winning query letter that gets an 

agent’s or editor’s attention.   

11:00 am—12:00pm: Pitch Perfect: This popu-

lar speech is an in-depth look at what goes into a 

good book pitch, either for fiction or nonfiction. 

This workshop dissects query letter pitches, 

breaking down ones that worked versus those 

that fell on their face. It examines the 6 key ele-

ments of any pitch.   

4 pm—5 pm: How to Get Published: Profes-

sional Writing Practices & What Editors 

Want: This is a general presentation examining 

good writing practices that all editors appreci-

ate—whether writing for books, magazines, news-

papers or online. This one-size-fits-all session has 

served as a conference keynote speech several 

times.    

SATURDAY 4th (Chuck Sambuchino) 

12:00 pm—1 pm: Chapter 1 Dos and Don’ts: 

This workshop examines that all-important Chap-

ter 1. It spends a lot of time going over what not 

to do—listing clichés and overused techniques 

that repeatedly pop up in chapter 1 manuscripts, 

with comments from agents and editors alike. 

Following a discussion of common writing mis-

takes, the workshop addresses what writers 

should be doing to draw readers in.  

3:30 pm—4:30 pm: Building Your Freelance 

Portfolio (Writing for Magazines & Newspa-

pers): This presentation studies the basics of free-

lancing—how to make money as a working writer 

who contributes articles for magazines, newspa-

pers and websites. It shows how to identify mar-

kets, how to realize your own specialties, how to 

structure a magazine query, how to come up with 

ideas, how to resell ideas, and more.  

4:45 pm—5:45 pm: The Basics of Social Me-

dia: How to Start a Blog and Twitter: As social 

media continues to rise in prominence, it’s im-

perative for writers to be engaging prospective 

readers online through different channels. The 

two biggest current channels to do so are a per-

sonal blog and Twitter. This session will examine 

the very basics of both—how to start a blog, how 

to create a Twitter account, and quick tips on 

getting both avenues moving with success to cre-

ate an online presence.   

6 pm—7 pm: Writing the Nonfiction Book Pro-

posal: This workshop is a thorough examination 

of everything that goes into a book proposal—from 

the idea itself, to learning about marketing, to 

identifying potential audiences, to marketing 

strategies. We discuss what works are better 

suited for an agent versus those that can go 

straight to a publisher. Sample proposals will be 

dissected, and attendees can understand why 

certain proposals caught the attention of agents 

and editors.   

TUESDAY 7th (Jessica Bell) 

11:30 am—12:30 pm: How to turn your writ-

ing exercises or cut novel excerpts into pub-

lishable pieces of stand-alone work: Have you 

ever deleted a beloved scene from your novel and 

wished you could use it elsewhere? This session 

will inspire you to dig out your off-cuts and turn 

them into breathtaking bite-sized pieces of art, 

suitable to submit to literary magazines, or to 

create your own full-length cohesive collection. 

3:30 pm—4:30 pm: Have I really written a 

poem? During this session we will explore the 

limitless possibilities of poetry writing. Through 

free verse, to formalism, to prose, you will dis-

cover the beauty in "how" you write, rather than 

just "what" you write. 

SUNDAY 5th (Chuck Sambuchino) 

9:45 am—10:45 am: How to Write a Novel 

Synopsis: Before an agent or editor looks at 

your novel or memoir, they’ll want to see a syn-

opsis. They want to make sure that you can tell 

a good story front to back before they invest 

many hours in going over your work. This ses-

sion will delve into good synopsis writing princi-

ples.  

11:00 am—12:00 pm: Create Your Writer 

Platform: A writer’s platform—i.e., all the ways 

a writer is visible in the marketplace and can sell 

more books—is as important as ever now. This 

speech teaches writers the basics of what a plat-

form is and why it is necessary. Then we delve 

into the building blocks of what can constitute a 

platform, from media appearances and speaking 

engagements to social networking and more.   

12:15 pm—1:15 pm: The Business of Script-

writing: You’ve Written a Play or Screenplay—

Now What: This workshop examines what writers 

need to do if they’ve finished that stage play or 

screenplay and don’t know what to do now. We’ll 

address targeting markets, getting plays read/

workshopped, writing script queries, the differ-

ence between agents and managers, and more. If 

you’ve never thought about adapting your work 

to stage and screen, this session will identify the 

major benefits of doing so.   

Anybody can  

attend one or all 

of these         

lectures/

workshops for 

50 Euros each. 

 

All workshops 

will be held at 

Nostos Hotel, in 

Frikes, by Chuck 

Sambuchino of 

Writer’s Digest, 

and author    

Jessica Bell.  

 

If you would like 

to attend, please 

meet in the 

Nostos Hotel 

lobby ten min-

utes before the 

starting times 

indicated. 

 

For more            

information 

visit: 

www.hwrw.blogspot.

com 

 


